578                          MODERN     EXPLORATION
One morning, from the top of a forty-foot ice hummock, they
sighted mountain tops indicating new land to the north. The discovery
put new life into them. They reached the new territory next day and
found two islands, now known as Borden and Brock Islands.
Stefansson took possession of them in the name of the king. Even so
far north as this caribou and musk-oxen were found,
GIVEN   UP   AS   LOST
On returning to Herschel Island the party discovered that they had
long been given up as lost. The following year Stefansson ventured
again into the unknown north. On this trip he discovered another
unknown island now known as Meighen, lying beyond the Ringnes
Islands. It was the nearest approach to a barren land which he had so far
seen. Even here, however, there were great flocks of geese. Other
islands and land were also discovered.
In the course of his work in the Arctic, Stefansson surveyed over
100,000 square miles of unknown seas and lands. These surveys covered
65,000 square miles of Beaufort Sea, 10,000 square miles of the Arctic
Ocean west of Prince Patrick Island; and nearly 20,000 square miles
to the east and north-east of Prince Patrick. In addition to verifying
previous discoveries, and filling in unknown coastlines, three large and
many smaller islands were discovered.
CONQUEST OF THE NORTH POLE
OF the two Poles the North was the first to be conquered.   The
honour of this daring feat belongs to that gallant American Arctic,
explorer, Rear-Admiral Robert Peary (1856-1920), who succeeded in \
reaching it, after a stirring sledge journey, on April 6, 1909.
PEOPLE   WHO   HAD   NEVER   SEEN   A   TREE
" For more than a score of years that mathematical point of the '
earth's surface had been the object of my every effort," wrote Peary, <
shordy after his return from trie North Pole. " To attain it I had
dedicated my whole being, physical, mental, and moral; had risked my
life a hundred times, and the lives of those who had been glad to take the
chances with me. This last journey was my eighth into the Arctic.
I had spent in these regions nearly twelve years out of the twenty-three
between my thirtieth and my fifty-third year, and the intervening time
which I had spent in civilization during that period had been mainly
occupied with preparations for the Arctic journeys." It was virtually,
therefore, a twenty-three years' hard battle against terrible odds. Over
aad over again Peary returned from his Arctic journeys with the proud
record of " farthest north."
* Although Peary's primary object on his many expeditions was tsp
mad* the Pole, he also carried out extensive exploration schemes,
out many thousands of miles of unknown Arctic territory.